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***VC11.1 

William Young was one of the older recipients of the Victoria Cross, aged forty, and the father of 

nine young children. His deeds were rendered more poignant as he survived the deed which gained 

the honour, but died in an English hospital a few months later, as a result of the serious wounds that 

he had sustained. 

***VC11.2  

William Henry Young was born in Wyndford Street, Maryhill, in Glasgow, on 15 Jan 1876. His 

parents, Samuel and Mary Young, were Irish immigrants, and his mother signed his birth certificate 

with a cross, as she was unable to write her name. They had married in the Catholic Church in Girvan 

in 1872, and William was the eldest surviving child. Samuel Young was a general labourer, who 

worked both on the railways and at the docks, and the family moved around where he could find 

work. [Sources: Statutory Register of Births, Marriages at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk; Census 

1881, 1891, at www.ancestry.co.uk]. 

***VC11.3 

William Young grew up in Colinton, outside Edinburgh, and in Greenock, before the family moved to 

Govan, in Glasgow around 1890. William Young had left school by 14, and was working as a railway 

labourer to help his family, as his father suffered from chronic bronchitis. By 1893, they were living 

in Dalrymple, Ayrshire, where Samuel Young died aged 47. [Statutory Register of Deaths, at 

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk; Census 1881, 1891, at www.ancestry.co.uk]. 

***VC11.4 

 William Young had moved to Preston by May 1899, when he joined the1st Battalion of The East 

Lancashire Regiment, with which he would be associated for the rest of his life. He was by now aged 

23 (not 17, as later newspaper accounts claimed), and served with the East Lancs in South Africa 

during the Boer War. They fought at Karee Siding, garrisoned Johannesburg, and during 1901, 

operated in the Southern Transvaal. [Sources: The XXX, (͚Tƌiple X͛, ‘egiŵeŶtal MagaziŶe of the 1st 

Battalion, The East Lancashire Regiment), Vol 18, No 5, June 1899; Personal Information, Jane 

Davies, Lancashire Infantry Museum, Fulwood Barracks, Preston, 

www.lancashireinfantrymuseum.org.uk;  ; Daǀid BiggiŶs, ͚Iŵpeƌial UŶits: East LaŶĐashiƌe ‘egiŵeŶt͛, 
aŶd ͚Cheshiƌe ‘egiŵeŶt͛, ϮϬϭϰ, Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902 Website, at www.angloboerwar.com]. 

***VC11.5 

Having completed his service, Young married local woman Mary Ellen Simmon[d]s at Preston in 

June, 1902. He transferred to the Army Reserves, and returned to his pre-military trade as a manual 

labourer to support his growing family. He worked at Fulwood Barracks in Preston, the regimental 

headquarters of the East Lancashires, and also for the Preston Gas Company. Despite his relatively 

mature age, as a member of the Army Reserve, he was mobilised with his regiment immediately war 

broke out, and went to France with the 1st Battalion, on 14 September 1914. [Sources: Henry L 
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Kirby, 1985, Private Williaŵ YouŶg VC, OŶe of PrestoŶ’s Heroes of the Great War, Blackburn, p6; 

Mary Ellen Simmons and William Young, England & Wales, FreeBMD Marriage Index, 1837-1915 and 

1911 Census, at www.ancestry.co.uk; ͚Medal Caƌd: Williaŵ YouŶg͛, National Archives, Cat No WO 

372/22/126737,  at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk; Liverpool Echo, 1 April 1916, p3; Manchester 

Evening News, ϯϭ MaƌĐh ϭϵϭϲ, pϰ; ͚The East LaŶĐashiƌe ‘egiŵeŶt͛, The Long, Long Trail, at 

www.1914-1918.net]. 

***VC11.6 

The Regiment fought at Le Cateau, the Battles of the Marne, Aisne and Messines, and Young was 

ǁouŶded iŶ the thigh at Ypƌes, iŶ Noǀeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϰ. He ͚ǁas Ŷuƌsed ďaĐk to health iŶ oŶe of the 
Bƌistol [ŵilitaƌǇ] hospitals͛, foƌ ŶiŶe ǁeeks, ďefoƌe ƌetuƌŶiŶg to the trenches. The following 

September, 1915, Young suffered severe damage to his eyes during a gas-attack, and spent another 

three weeks in hospital. [Sources: Henry L Kirby, 1985, Private Williaŵ YouŶg VC, OŶe of PrestoŶ’s 
Heroes of the Great War, Blackburn, p6; Western Times, 3 April 1917, p2; Liverpool Echo, 29 Aug 

1916, p3]. 

***VC11.7 

By 22 December 1915, Young had transferred to the 8
th

 (Service) Battalion, of The East Lancashire 

Regiment. This unit had landed in Boulogne in July 1915, so Young would have been one of their 

ŵoƌe eǆpeƌieŶĐed soldieƌs. LoĐal PƌestoŶ histoƌiaŶ H L KiƌďǇ eǆplaiŶs: ͚Thƌoughout the ǁiŶteƌ of 
1915 ... the 8th BattalioŶ … oĐĐupied the tƌeŶĐhes ƌuŶŶiŶg aloŶg the FoŶĐƋueǀilleƌs-Monchy au Bois 

liŶe [Ŷeaƌ] Aƌƌas … desigŶated as a ͚Ƌuiet seĐtoƌ͛ … The GeƌŵaŶ liŶes ǁeƌe aďout ϰϬϬ Ǉaƌds aǁaǇ … 
aĐtiǀitǇ … ǁas laƌgelǇ ĐoŶfiŶed to ďoŵďiŶg ƌaids .. aŶd aƌtilleƌǇ eǆĐhaŶge͛. The ǁeatheƌ ǁas tǇpiĐallǇ 
appalling, with rainstorms, deep mud and waterlogged trenches, all features that have since entered 

the popular imagination when the war is discussed. Conditions were so poor, that the men were 

only posted to the trenches for twenty-four hours at a time before being relieved by fresh troops. 

[SouƌĐes: ͚The East LaŶĐashiƌe ‘egiŵeŶt͛, The Long, Long Trail, at www.1914-1918.net; Henry L 

Kirby, 1985, Private Williaŵ YouŶg VC, OŶe of PrestoŶ’s Heroes of the Great War, Blackburn, pp7-8; 

Gerald Gliddon (editor), 2005, VCs Handbook: The Western Front, 1914-1918, Stroud, p45]. 

***VC11.8 

On 22 December, Young , who had only recently returned to the trenches from hospital, showed the 

outstanding bravery that earned him the VC, and numerous serious wounds. He was interviewed at 

No 5 (Castle Street, or Bradninch House) VA Hospital, Eǆeteƌ. ͚Theƌe had ďeeŶ fightiŶg aŶd I ŶotiĐed 
a seƌgeaŶt lǇiŶg ǁouŶded … iŶ fƌoŶt of ouƌ tƌeŶĐh … fƌoŵ ϭϱϬ to ϮϬϬ Ǉaƌds [aǁaǇ]. I ǁeŶt out to hiŵ 
… Sergt Walteƌ AlleŶ … a golf pƌofessioŶal … ǁouŶded iŶ the thigh … I Đaƌƌied hiŵ paƌtlǇ oŶ ŵǇ ďaĐk 
… [aŶd ƌetuƌŶed] to the tƌeŶĐh … the ŵud ǁas so deep- ŶeaƌlǇ to oŶe͛s kŶees, aŶd the GeƌŵaŶs 
ǁeƌe sŶipiŶg all the tiŵe͛. ͚Was it daǇlight?͛ ͚Oh, Ǉes, iŶ the daǇtiŵe. I felt the wounds, but none of 

them knocked me over. Another man {Pte Green] Đaŵe out aŶd helped ŵe … I ďelieǀe he͛s got the 
DCM [the second-highest honour]. It was about a mile I walked to the dressing room [field medical 

statioŶ]͛. [SouƌĐes: Western Times, 3 April 1916, p2; Manchester Evening News, 31 March 1916, p4; 

Henry L Kirby, 1985, Private Williaŵ YouŶg VC, OŶe of PrestoŶ’s Heroes of the Great War, Blackburn, 

p9]. 
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***VC11.9 

In reality, Young had had both his jaws shattered, and was shot in the right shoulder and chest. The 

sergeant had told Young to return to safety, but he had refused. The incredulous interviewer in 

Eǆeteƌ agaiŶ: ͚But Ǉou ŵust haǀe lost a gƌeat deal of ďlood fƌoŵ the jaǁ?͛ ͚Yes … But I ǁas a 
stƌoŶgish Đhap … At the dƌessiŶg ƌooŵ … theǇ did seeŵ to thiŶk it ǁas iŵpossiďle I Đould haǀe 
ǁalked … it ǁas ƌeallǇ oŶlǇ aďout half aŶ houƌ͛s ǁoƌk, aŶd I doŶ͛t ǁaŶt a lot said aďout it͛. [SouƌĐes: 
Western Times, 3 April 1916, p2; Liverpool Echo, 1 April 1916, p3; Manchester Evening News, 31 

March 1916, p4; London Gazette, Issue 29527, Fourth Supplement of 28 March, Published 30 March 

1916, p3410]. 

***VC11.10a and VC11.10b use both 

Young only discovered he had received the VC during his convalescence at Exeter. When his wife 

asked ͚if he did Ŷot thiŶk it sillǇ to ƌisk his life ... ĐoŶsideƌiŶg his laƌge faŵilǇ͛, he ǁas uŶaďle to speak 
due to his fƌaĐtuƌed jaǁ. ͚He ǁƌote: ͚I ǁould do it agaiŶ͛. YouŶg had ŶiŶe ĐhildƌeŶ ďǇ this date, ͚TheǇ 
ƌuŶ up like steps͛, he ƌeŵaƌked, laughiŶg.͛ [SouƌĐes: Liverpool Echo, 1 April 1916, p4; Western Times, 

3 April 1916, p2; 30 Aug 1916, p2]. 

***VC11.11 

After three months in hospital, during which several operations reduced his disfigurement, Young 

returned to Preston, although he could still only be fed through a tube. He returned to an ecstatic 

and official civic reception, met at the specially-deĐoƌated ƌailǁaǇ statioŶ ďǇ ͚a ǀast displaǇ of loĐal 
patƌiotisŵ͛, his ƌegiŵeŶtal ďaŶd, aŶd PƌestoŶ digŶitaƌies. His Đaƌƌiage ǁas pulled to the town centre 

by fellow soldiers, aŶd oŶ ͚the ToǁŶ Hall ďalĐoŶǇ ǁeƌe seǀeŶ of his ŶiŶe ĐhildƌeŶ … the fiƌst aĐt of 
the gallant soldier was to kiss theŵ͛. [Sources:  Henry L Kirby, 1985, Private William Young VC, One 

of PrestoŶ’s Heroes of the Great War, Blackburn, p11; Evening Telegraph, 20 April 1916, p3; Swindon 

Advertiser, 28 April 1916, p2]. 

***VC11.12 

As H L Kirby points out, his townsmen failed to appreciate just how severely wounded Young actually 

was, and he returned to hospital for further operations. A flag day for the support of his family 

raised the considerable sum of £208, and the total eventually raised was invested on his behalf. In 

August 1916, a final operation was undertaken on his jaw at Cambridge Military Hospital, in 

Aldershot, but he died under anaesthetic. [Sources: Liverpool Echo, 6 May 1916, p2; Burnley Express, 

20 May 1916, p4; Henry L Kirby, 1985, Private Williaŵ YouŶg VC, OŶe of PrestoŶ’s Heroes of the 
Great War, Blackburn, pp10, 13; Exeter Gazette, 30 Aug 1916, p5; Western Times, 30 Aug 1916, p2; 

Liverpool Echo, 29 Aug 1916, p3]. 

***VC11.13 

In a gloomy parallel to his welcome home, Preston now accorded their local hero a full-scale official 

funeral on 31 August 1916. His body was conveyed on a gun-carriage with a military escort, and the 

solemn procession made its way from his home in Heysham Street the three miles to the cemetery. 

The mourners included his family, the mayor, councillors and town clerk of Preston. The East 

Lancashire Regiment acted as pall-bearers, and provided the firing party at the cemetery, according 



him full military honours. [Sources: Henry L Kirby, 1985, Private Williaŵ YouŶg VC, OŶe of PrestoŶ’s 
Heroes of the Great War, Blackburn, pp13-15; Manchester Evening News, 31 Aug 1916, p3]. 

***VC11.14 

Mƌs MaƌǇ ElleŶ YouŶg ƌeĐeiǀed heƌ husďaŶd͛s VC fƌoŵ Geoƌge V at BuĐkiŶghaŵ Palace on 29 

Noǀeŵďeƌ, ϭϵϭϲ. ͚EǀeƌǇoŶe … ǁas ǀeƌǇ kiŶd … His Majesty … gave her a tight grip of the hand … aŶd 
said he ǁas soƌƌǇ he ǁas Ŷot aďle to ďestoǁ the Cƌoss oŶ Pƌiǀate YouŶg hiŵself. ͚I sǇŵpathise ǁith … 
Ǉouƌ gƌeat soƌƌoǁ͛. YouŶg ǁas the peƌsoŶ ǁho gained the VC during the war to both die and be 

ďuƌied iŶ EŶglaŶd ďetǁeeŶ ϭϵϭϰ aŶd ϭϵϭϴ. His soŶ doŶated Pƌiǀate Williaŵ YouŶg, VC͛s ŵedals to 
The QueeŶ͛s LaŶĐashiƌe ‘egiŵeŶt iŶ ϭϵϴϱ, aŶd it is Ŷoǁ oŶ displaǇ at the Museuŵ of LaŶĐashiƌe iŶ 
Preston. [Sources: Liverpool Echo, 1 Dec 1916, p5; Henry L Kirby, 1985, Private William Young VC, 

OŶe of PrestoŶ’s Heroes of the Great War, Blackburn, pp14-15, 17].  

***VC11.15a and b use both  

 

 

 


