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***VC10.1 

The impersonal, official account of the proverbially disastrous first day of the Battle of the Somme, is 

too detaĐhed to adeƋuatelǇ ĐoŶǀeǇ the iŶdiǀidual soldieƌs͛ peƌsoŶal eǆpeƌieŶĐe of ϭ JulǇ ϭϵϭϲ. Pte 

John L Hardie, active-service editor of the 17th Battalion, The Highland Light Infantry (HLI) magazine, 

͚The Outpost͛: ͚There is a silence for which there is no name, the awful stillness of a battlefield. Above 

and beyond the roar of the guns, the burstiŶg shells … there is the all-pervading sense of muteness 

that is a thiŶg apart … that oŶlǇ theǇ ĐaŶ kŶoǁ ǁho haǀe … surǀiǀed its spell͛. [SouƌĐe: ͚Editoƌial, IŶ 
MeŵoƌǇ of … JulǇ ϭϵϭϲ͛, The Outpost, (17th HLI Magazine), August 1916, p133; J W Arthur, I S 

Munro, 1920, The SeǀeŶteeŶth HighlaŶd Light IŶfaŶtrǇ … ‘ecord of War Service, 1914-1918, 

Glasgow, p42].  

***VC10.2 

͚The first VC of the Division [approximately 20,000 men] was gained in this battle͛, ďǇ Sergeant James 

Y Turnbull of the 17th Battalion, The Highland Light Infantry. This was the only unit ͚operating in that 

ghastlǇ seĐtor … ǁhiĐh reaĐhed aŶd oĐĐupied aŶd held the eŶeŵǇ͛s treŶĐhes͛. The preliminary 

artillery barrage intended to ͚softeŶ up͛ the enemy, and cut their barbed wire entanglements, had 

failed to do so and proved ineffective. [Sources: J W Arthur, I S Munro, 1920, The Seventeenth 

HighlaŶd Light IŶfaŶtrǇ … ‘eĐord of War Serǀice, 1914-1918, Glasgow, p41; ͚The British order of 

battle of 1914-1918͛, The Long, Long Trail, at www.1914-1918.net].  

***VC10.3 

The HLI͛s ƌegiŵeŶtal histoƌǇ: ͚The ϭϳth HLI had Ŷo luĐk this daǇ … theǇ ǁere all shot doǁŶ oŶ the 
[German] ǁire … the 16th HLI lost 19 officers and 492 [men] out of … ϴϬϬ .. The 17th HLI … 
ĐoŶsolidated oŶ the … Leipzig ‘edouďt aŶd held it. Their Đasualties ǁere ϮϮ offiĐers aŶd 44ϳ raŶk aŶd 
file͚. Sgt ͚Jiŵŵie͛ TuƌŶďull died iŶ this aĐtioŶ, aŶd his VC ǁas aǁaƌded posthuŵouslǇ. [Sources: L B 

Oates, 1961, Proud Heritage: The Story of the Highland Light Infantry, Glasgow, Vol 3, pp269-71].  

***VC10.4a and / or b as needed two versions same pic  

The 17th BattalioŶ ǁas ƌaised iŶ Septeŵďeƌ ϭϵϭϰ as paƌt of Glasgoǁ͛s ĐiǀiĐ ƌespoŶse to the 
goǀeƌŶŵeŶt͛s appeal foƌ aƌŵǇ ƌeĐƌuits, spoŶsoƌed ďǇ the Chaŵďeƌ of CoŵŵeƌĐe, the ‘oǇal 
Technical College and city businesses. By July 1916, they were in trenches at Authuille, north east of 

the town of Albert, in north-eastern France. The Germans had strongly-fortified the village of 

Thiepval, facing Authuille, and their nearby defences curved prominently towards the British lines, 

this ͚ďulge͛ ďeiŶg the ͚Leipzig SalieŶt͛.  

***VC10.5 

This section ͚fell to the unhappy lot͛ of the 17th HLI to attack on 1 July, especially as it also contained 

the ͚Leipzig ‘edouďt͛, oƌ ͚GƌaŶatloĐh͛, a chalk quarry turned into a near-impregnable strategic 

position. The 17th BattalioŶ͛s padƌe ƌefleĐted ͚It should have been renamed the HLI Redoubt, had old 

customs been observed͛. [Sources: L B Oates, 1961, Proud Heritage: The Story of the Highland Light 
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Infantry, Glasgow, Vol 3, p267-8; ͚GƌaŶatloĐh͛, The Border Regiment: A Knowledge Base, at 

http://border-regiment.co.uk; ͚Leipzig ‘edouďt͛, Battlefields iŶ DaŶgeƌ. Discussion Thread started 14 

Jan 2004, Great War Forum, at http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com]. 

***VC10.6 

The long-plaŶŶed aŶd aŶtiĐipated ͚ďig push͛ oƌ Bƌitish adǀaŶĐe of ϭ JulǇ ǁas pƌeĐeded ďǇ siǆ daǇs͛ 
aƌtilleƌǇ ďoŵďaƌdŵeŶt. OŶe of TuƌŶďull͛s Đoŵƌades ǁƌote: ͚A thousaŶd tƌaiŶs ƌushiŶg past … the 
tremendous thud of the shell that ŵakes the tƌeŶĐh ƌoĐk like a ďoat oŶ a heaǀǇ sea … I saǁ a ďiƌd flǇ 
oǀeƌ … ďuffeted as … iŶ a gƌeat gale of ǁiŶd͛. The opposing view in Thiepval, from German Private 

Eversmann, 143rd IŶfaŶtƌǇ, ͚Thou feaƌsoŵe Ŷight … Fiǀe Ŷights has this hell-ĐoŶĐeƌt lasted. OŶe͛s 
head is as a ŵadŵaŶ͛s; the toŶgue stiĐks to the ƌoof of the ŵouth͛. [Sources: ͚MAWD͛, ϭϵϭϲ ͚The 
Gƌeat AdǀeŶtuƌe͛, The Outpost, (17th HLI Magazine), August 1916, p149; L B Oates, 1961, Proud 

Heritage: The Story of the Highland Light Infantry, Glasgow, Vol 3, p268]. 

***VC10.7 

Sgt Turnbull was one of the first to go over the parapet on at 7.23am on 1 July. In just 90 minutes, 

tǁo HLI ĐoŵpaŶies ͚had ďeeŶ alŵost aŶŶihilated … It ǁas Ŷoǁ ϵaŵ aŶd Đasualties aŵouŶted to ϮϮ 
officers and 400 other raŶks͛. [Sources: J W Arthur, I S Munro, 1920, The Seventeenth Highland Light 

IŶfaŶtrǇ … ‘eĐord of War Serǀice, 1914-1918, Glasgow, p40]. 

***VC10.8 

There seems to be only one published, contemporary eyewitness account of TuƌŶďull͛s heƌoisŵ, 

given by soldier-journalist L/Cpl J McKechnie. He was active-seƌǀiĐe editoƌ of the ďattalioŶ͛s 
ŵagaziŶe, ͚The Outpost͛, aŶd told the Glasgow Herald: ͚TurŶďull͛s partǇ … ǁere told to attaĐk the 
redouďt … TurŶďull ǁas a fiŶe ĐriĐketer aŶd … [so] could throw a bomb further than any other man in 

the battalion … ǁe had to ͚ĐarrǇ oŶ͛ for aďout ϭ4 hours … TurŶďull saǀed the situatioŶ ďǇ his 
initiative. He kept four men carrying bombs to him͛, fƌoŵ aŶ aďaŶdoŶed GeƌŵaŶ aƌŵs ĐaĐhe theǇ 
had located earlier, and then hurling them at the enemy. If he had to ǁait foƌ Ŷeǁ supplies, ͚he got 

hold of a ŵaĐhiŶe guŶ aŶd plaǇed it oŶ the GerŵaŶs … he kept this up for aďout ϭϴ hours, praĐtiĐallǇ 
holding up the whole of the German flank and saving the battalion͛. [SouƌĐes: Glasgow Herald, 28 

Nov 1916, p7]. 

***VC10.9a and b and c use all of them sketches by participants in battle so important 

The 17th BattalioŶ͛s offiĐial histoƌǇ ƌelates that TuƌŶďull ǁas at the tip of the ǁedge of tƌoops 
attaĐkiŶg the Leipzig SalieŶt. ͚From three sides enemy machine guns swept [Turnďull͛s] position, 

sŶipers took deadlǇ toll … it ǁas hopeless. Yet it ǁas ŶeĐessarǇ to hold oŶ till Ŷightfall. TurŶďull … 
shouldered the respoŶsiďilitǇ͛. [Source: J W Arthur, I S Munro, 1920, The Seventeenth Highland Light 

InfantrǇ … ‘eĐord of War Serǀice, 1914-1918, Glasgow, pp93]. 

***VC10.10 

Pte Christopher B Meadows, 17th Bn, HLI, (killed in1918), wrote of the confusion, gunfire and lack of 

support troops duƌiŶg the attaĐk oŶ Leipzig ‘edouďt: ͚We found the barbed wire impossible to cut 

through and [a 17th Battalion officer] gaǀe us the order ͚EǀerǇ ŵaŶ for hiŵself͛ ... We … found it 
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disorgaŶised … orders got ŵiǆed … Fortunately the 17
th

 HLI ďoŵďers … iŶ aŶ adǀaŶĐed positioŶ … 
[were] driving the enemy back with [German] ďoŵďs ... The Leipzig defeŶĐes, a ŵaze of treŶĐhes … 
ŵade adǀaŶĐiŶg … eǆtreŵelǇ hard͛. [SouƌĐes: ͚CasualtǇ Details: Meadoǁs, Chƌistopheƌ BeŶtleǇ͛, 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, at www.cwgc.org; J W Arthur, I S Munro, 1920, The 

SeǀeŶteeŶth HighlaŶd Light IŶfaŶtrǇ … ‘eĐord of War Serǀice, 1914-1918, Glasgow, pp45-7]. 

***VC10.11 

Late iŶ the afteƌŶooŶ, a sŶipeƌ piĐked off TuƌŶďull, ǁho died iŶstaŶtlǇ. ͚It was chasing [Germans] 

round corners at the head of the ĐoŵŵuŶiĐatioŶ treŶĐh … that ǁe lost SergeaŶt TurŶďull, VC.͛ 
[Sources: J W Arthur, I S Munro, 1920, The SeǀeŶteeŶth HighlaŶd Light IŶfaŶtrǇ … ‘eĐord of War 
Service, 1914-1918, Glasgow, pp45-7]. 

***VC10.12 a – must use a; and either b or c; use citation and portrait  

Jaŵes Yuill TuƌŶďull͛s ViĐtoƌia Cƌoss ǁas offiĐiallǇ Ŷotified iŶ the London Gazette, under the wrong 

Ŷaŵe, of ͚Jaŵes YouŶg TuƌŶďull͛, aŶd the ŵistake has ďeeŶ fƌeƋueŶtlǇ ƌepeated. His fatheƌ and 

sister received the medal at Buckingham Palace in 1917, and invited his old comrades to view it in 

Glasgow. Likewise, newspaper accounts were quickly filled with inaccuracies, claiming he spoke 

before dying, and could throw bombs farther than anyone in the entire army, rather than just in his 

own battalion (a much smaller unit). [Sources: London Gazette, Issue 29836, Supplement of 24 Nov, 

Published 25 Nov 1916, p11526; The Outpost, (17th HLI Magazine), July 1917, p106; Typescript 

notes, p4a, and Correspondence, from M E Taylor, 1974, p8 iŶ ͚Biography T35: Sgt James Y Turnbull 

VC͛, VC Files, Canon William Lummis Collection, National Army Museum, London; Evening Telegraph, 

28 Nov 1916, p3]. 

***VC10.13a or b; and also use VC10.13c use pics of both windows 

James Turnbull (born Glasgow, 1883-1916) was the third son of a timber salesman turned joiner. 

Turnbull became a ͚ĐlothiŶg ǁaƌehouseŵaŶ͛ for Wallace, Scott & Co, waterproof garment makers 

and wholesale drapers of Cadogan St, Glasgow, and later worked in Oban. He had been a member of 

the Third Lanark Rifle Volunteers and a keen amateur sportsman before the war, and his personal 

qualities led to the offer of a commission (becoming an officer) in the HLI, which he refused. One of 

his brothers, Gavin Yuill Turnbull, Royal Engineers, also died in France, in October 1917. [Sources: 

Glasgow Post Office Directory, 1911-12, p689; Census 1911, at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk; Census 

1881-1901, at www.ancestry.co.uk; ͚ViĐtoƌia Cƌoss͛, Highland Light Infantry Chronicle, Jan 1917, p28; 

Glasgow Herald, 27 Nov 1916, p6; The Scotsman, 28 Nov 1916, p5; ͚CasualtǇ Details: TuƌŶďull, GaǀiŶ 
Yuill͛, CoŵŵoŶǁealth Waƌ Gƌaǀes CoŵŵissioŶ, at www.cwgc.org]. 

***VC10.14a and b use both 

IŶ ϭϵϳϰ, DuŶĐaŶ M PateƌsoŶ, ǁho had seƌǀed ǁith TuƌŶďull ƌeŵeŵďeƌed: ͚A stƌoŶg, foƌthƌight 
personality who would not suffer fools gladly. He took care of his men to the risk of being court-

martialled for insubordinatioŶ ǁheƌe theiƌ ǁelfaƌe ǁas ĐoŶĐeƌŶed͛. Turnbull was physically athletic 

aŶd iŵposiŶg, as L/Cpl J MĐKeĐhŶie told: ͚He … alǁaǇs took Đhaƌge of affaiƌs, ďut ǁe had all the 
gƌeatest ĐoŶfideŶĐe iŶ his judgeŵeŶt … [he] ǁas alŵost tiƌeless͛.  

***VC10.15a or b or c 
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͚The Outpost͛, his ďattalioŶ͛s ŵagaziŶe: ͚Without ǁoƌƌǇiŶg aďout … aŶǇoŶe of higheƌ ƌaŶk … [oŶ ϭ 
JulǇ] he took Đhaƌge of the ǁhole opeƌatioŶs aƌouŶd iŶ his iŵŵediate stoƌŵ ĐeŶtƌe … He won his 

hoŶouƌ deaƌlǇ͛. [Sources: Correspondence, from M E Taylor, Ϯϭ Aug ϭϵϳϰ, pϴ iŶ ͚BiogƌaphǇ Tϯϱ: Sgt 
Jaŵes Y TuƌŶďull VC͛, VC Files, Canon William Lummis Collection, National Army Museum, London; 

Glasgow Herald, 28 Nov 1916, p7; ͚BattalioŶ Notes͛, The Outpost, (17th HLI Magazine), Dec 1916, 

p57]. 

***VC10.16a and one of either VC10.16b or c 

 


