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     Their names will be remembered for evermore

Private Henry May, a reservist with The Cameronians (Scottish Rifles), braved a “hail of 
lead” fighting to rescue first one soldier, and then another.

On 22 October, 1914, May’s battalion was building trenches at La Boutillerie. A platoon was 
sent out to form a screen to protect those behind. May recalled advancing 800 yards to a 
ditch, and the platoon held back the enemy until the trenches were dug.

Rescue Under Fire
But when they tried to return, the Germans opened fire. Lance Corporal Lawton was shot, 
and May went to his aid. He later recalled: “I ran across the firing line, through a hail of lead, followed by two of my 
chums, Lance Corporal James McCall and Private James Bell.”

Devotion to a Senior Officer
May and McCall pulled Lawton to his feet. The platoon commander, Lieutenant Graham, had followed them and fired 
back at the Germans, but Lawton was shot and died in May’s arms. McCall had been shot too and was unconscious. 
May threw himself to the ground. Then Graham was shot. “He was behind me, I had to go back,” recalled May. “It 
was great devotion that impelled me to rescue him. He had been so good to us.” May and Bell retrieved Graham and 
zig-zagged a quarter of a mile when Bell was wounded. They were still 300 yards from the trenches. Another soldier, 
Corporal Taylor, came running from cover and shouted to May to lift Graham on to his shoulders - a moment later, 
Taylor was shot dead while holding Graham, who was hit by the same bullet. Graham told May to leave him, but May 
reached the trenches and sent out stretcher bearers.

A Rapturous Welcome
May’s wife Christina learned the news of his VC from journalists at her home in Bridgeton in April 1915, and the soldier 
received a rapturous welcome when he returned to Glasgow in August, carried aloft through the station. Modest 
about his actions, May later said: “I just did what any man in the regiment would have done to bring in a wounded 
man.” Thanks to his rescue, Graham went on to become a decorated major-general.

Honoured in Bridgeton
King George presented the VC to May on 12 August, 1915. He was discharged from the Army on 28 August 1915, 
when his regular engagement of 13 years had expired. He rejoined in 1918 and attained the rank of Lieutenant. After 
the war, he resumed his work in textiles in Bridgeton, where he had been born, and lived with his wife and children. He 
is remembered in a series of granite paving slabs at Bridgeton Cross, inset with local VC holders’ names.



Private Henry May from Bridgeton District of 
Glasgow Enlisted at Hamilton Barracks. 29/8/02







The Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand and the Duchess Sarajevo. 28/6/1914
The Gunshots that changed the world

Austrian Military Museum, Vienna
Motor-car in which the Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife the Duchess of Hohenberg were murdered. 
Sarajevo, June 28th 1914. 

The 3rd Anniversary - 1917



Bosnien - Herzegowina

Bosnia and Herzegowina

1914-1918 The horrendous consequences of World War 1

Bosnie et HerzégovineGedenkmarken
1917

Commemorative stamp

The enormous casualties of World War 1 - some 10 million people were killed in action and 
many more injured - made the assassination of Franz Ferdinand one of the most terrible 
of history’s turning points. After the war, the Austro-Hungarian Empire was broken up, 
giving many countries of central Europe independance, and the Treaty of Versailes took 
away Germany’s colonies and limited the power of its army. People hoped that this would 
reduce the chance of another major war. But the limits placed on Germany’s power caused 
resentment, which was one of the causes of World War 2 only 21 years later.

Russia 1,700,000

Germany 1,600,000

France 1,359,000

Austria-Hungary 922,000

Italy 689,000
Britain 658,700

Romania 335,706
Turkey 250,000

Bulgaria 87,500
USA 58,480



The German Invasion. 4/8/14

Anti-German Propaganda
Belgium The Kaiser

World War 1: Belgium’s Plight



Cousins at War

4/8/14



World War 1: Mobilization. 4 & 5/8/14



Henry May of Bridgeton District
Joined the Cameronians. 29/8/02



His deed of valour
Rescuing badly injured Lt. DAH Graham by carrying him 300 yards 
from no man’s land to safety of British lines.
Years later Lt. Graham became a Major General and Regt. Col. of the 
Cameronians.

World War 2: 1945

30th Anniversary, Crossing of the Rhine
General Graham and Field Marshal Montgomery “Monty”



PTE. Henry May VC. The Cameronians, Medals of Courage. A hero’s 
Legacy

Glasgow’s first Victoria Cross Winner
22/10/14 La Boutillerie, France



PTE. Henry May VC. was badly wounded 
at the battle of Ypres. 2/11/14

Wounded at Ypres



Though badly injured with shrapnel wounds Henry was medically treated and admitted to hospital for recuperation 
from his injuries.

The Cameronians, France 1914



The VC hero’s return to Glasgow Central Station carried shoulder high into Gordon Street. 31/7/15

A hero’s welcome



A quick round







Henry addressed the pupils from his old school. Dalmarnock School.

Henry visits his old School



Reception & Presentation by Bridgeton District Council
Councillor Laird at Bridgeton District Halls. 4/8/15



Henry Departs Glasgow for Buckingham Palace
DepartsGlasgow for the palace for his Victoria Cross Investiture. 12/8/15



Royal Investiture by H.M. King George V. 13/8/15
Glasgow’s first VC winner. A proud Glaswegian



Conclusion of enlistment service. 28/8/15



Battle of Loos. 1915
This was the Cameronians first major hostility. 21/9/15

British casualties sustained was extremely high



Somme offensive. The Battle of Loos
Allied bombardment of Lens. The deceptive shelling allowed the allies to capture 
strategic Hill 70. Scotland’s Cameronians involved. 25/9/15



The Somme



Catterick Camp
Army training camp. 14/1/17



Passchendale



Glasgow honours the Cameronians



Henry May V.C. re-enlists
He joins the Army Service Corp. Commissioned. Lt. Henry MayV.C. 4/3/18



Army Service Corp



Lt. Henry May V.C. Army Service Corp
Posted to Archangel in Russia. 1918
Repatriated to Edinburgh with illness. 1919



The Kaiser
Ignominy in defeat and exile. 10/11/18



The Armistice. 11/11/18
The allied delegation. The forest of compie

Marshal Foch’s railway coach where the Armistice was finalised



The Armistice. 11/11/18
On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 1918

Armistice day postmark



Victory

President Poincaire, General Pershing, President Wilson, 
Marshal Foch, Earl Haig and King Albert

Supreme commander allied forces, Marshal Foch



Lest we forget



Peace
Armistice. 11/11/18
Peace Treaty. 26/6/19



Lt. Henry May V.C. Army Service Corp
Adimitted to Edinburgh Hospital from Archangel. 17/10/19
Discharged. 30/10/19
Resigned Commission. 15/11/19



Mr. Henry May V.C.
Back to work

copyright Herald and Times Group



Royal Invitation (facsimilie)
Sent to VC winners
Henry May was the 100th VC winner to meet their Majesties



King George V. Buckingham Palace Garden Party. 26/6/20
Henry May V.C. in attendance



King George V. Buckingham Palace Garden Party. 26/6/20
Wellington Barracks the Assembly Point

Marching via Birdcage Walk - Horse Guards Parade - The Mall - Buckingham Palace



King George V. Buckingham Palace Garden Party. 26/6/20
The band of the Welsh Guards lead the parade



King George V. Buckingham Palace Garden Party. 26/6/20
In the Palace Gardens lining up to meet his King and Queen



The Cenotaph unveiled by King George V. 11/11/20
Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance



Unknown Warrior’s Burial service lead by King George V. 11/11/20
Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance



The Glasgow Cenotaph unveiled by Earl Haig. 31/5/24
Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance



The Cameronians War Memorial unveiled by Earl Haig
Kelvingrove Park Glasgow. 9/8/24



Field Marshal Earl Haig. 1861 - 1928



Marshal Ferdinand Foch died. 20/3/20
Appointed Commander in Chief of all the allied forces
Lying-in-state at l”Arc de Triomphe



VC Reunion. House of Lords hosted by the Prince of Wales
Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance. 9/11/29



Prince of Wales Theatre. Production of “Journey’s End”
Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance. 10/11/29



Coronation of king George VI & Queen Elizabeth. 12/5/37
Coronation Medal awarded to Private Henry May V.C.

Coronation Medal



Henry May V.C. died. 26/7/41
Where a hero was laid to his rest. Riddrie Park Cemetery



Funeral of Henry May V.C. The Cameronians
Four V.C.s attended
Sgt. R. Downie		  Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Pte. D. R. Lauder		  Royal Scots Fusiliers
Sgt. J. McAuley		  Scots Guards
L/Cpl. W. Ritchie		  Seaforth Highlanders



The dedication of a new gravestone. 12/9/06
With the angels



Glasgow Cathedral






