





=Their names will be remembered for evermore

Private Henry May, a reservist with The Cameronians (Scottish Rifles), braved a “hail of
lead” fighting to rescue first one soldier, and then another.

On 22 October, 1914, May's battalion was building trenches at La Boutillerie. A platoon was

sent out to form a screen to protect those behind. May recalled advancing 800 yards to a
ditch, and the platoon held back the enemy until the trenches were dug.

Rescue Under Fire

But when they tried to return, the Germans opened fire. Lance Corporal Lawton was shot,
and May went to his aid. He later recalled: "l ran across the firing line, through a hail of lead, followed by two of my
chums, Lance Corporal James McCall and Private James Bell.”

Devotion to a Senior Officer

May and McCall pulled Lawton to his feet. The platoon commander, Lieutenant Graham, had followed them and fired
back at the Germans, but Lawton was shot and died in May’s arms. McCall had been shot too and was unconscious.
May threw himself to the ground. Then Graham was shot. “He was behind me, | had to go back,” recalled May. “It
was great devotion that impelled me to rescue him. He had been so good to us.” May and Bell retrieved Graham and
zig-zagged a quarter of a mile when Bell was wounded. They were still 300 yards from the trenches. Another soldier,
Corporal Taylor, came running from cover and shouted to May to lift Graham on to his shoulders - a moment later,
Taylor was shot dead while holding Graham, who was hit by the same bullet. Graham told May to leave him, but May
reached the trenches and sent out stretcher bearers.

A Rapturous Welcome

May’s wife Christina learned the news of his VC from journalists at her home in Bridgeton in April 1915, and the soldier
received a rapturous welcome when he returned to Glasgow in August, carried aloft through the station. Modest
about his actions, May later said: “| just did what any man in the regiment would have done to bring in a wounded
man.” Thanks to his rescue, Graham went on to become a decorated major-general.

Honoured in Bridgeton

King George presented the VC to May on 12 August, 1915. He was discharged from the Army on 28 August 1915,
when his regular engagement of 13 years had expired. He rejoined in 1918 and attained the rank of Lieutenant. After
the war, he resumed his work in textiles in Bridgeton, where he had been born, and lived with his wife and children. He
is remembered in a series of granite paving slabs at Bridgeton Cross, inset with local VC holders’ names.



Private Henry May from Bridgeton District of
Glasgow Enlisted at Hamilton Barracks. 29/8/02
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The Regiment
has vacancies for
sound young men.
It will—

TRAIN YOU
EDUCATE YOU
FEED YOU

TEACH YOU-
how to play football,
box, run and swim.

Ve PLENT Yor HOLIDAYS
AGE 1825 ON FULL PAY

EMPLOYMENT BUREAU, HAMILTON BARRACKS, ASSISTS
MEN TO FIND WORK ON LEAVING THE REGIMENT

41. TnE CameroniAns (TBE Scorrisa
RirFLEs).

The records which have been made by
this famous Regiment are such as it may
well be proud of, for on the list fgure some
of the great battles of our history. There
has never been a time when the Camerconians
have not done well, but especially brilliant
were there services at Ramillies, Oudenarde,
and Malplaquet. China was the scene of fine
exploits, and it was there tnat the Camer-
onians won the right to the badge of the
Chinese Dragon. e 2nd Battalion fought
in the Crimea, and in the Mutiny ; it was at
the Relief of Lucknow. At Colenso, Spion
Kop, and other battles in South Africa, the
Regiment was worthily represented, and the
Cameronians have contributed their share in
the European War.



THE CAMERONIANS
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The Gunshots that changed the world
The Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand and the Duchess Sarajevo. 28/6/1914

Austrian Military Museum, Vienna

Motor-car in which the Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife the Duchess of Hohenberg were murdered.
Sarajevo, June 28th 1914.

Side View: with the mark of the bullet, Back View: with the marks
by which the Duchess was killed of the bomb. which

exploded one hour before.

The 3rd Anniversary - 1917




Bosnien - Herzegowina

Bosnia and Herzegowina Gedenkmarken Bosnie et Herzégovine
1917

1914-1918 The horrendous consequences of World War 1

The enormous casualties of World War 1 - some 10 million people were killed in action and
many more injured - made the assassination of Franz Ferdinand one of the most terrible
of history’s turning points. After the war, the Austro-Hungarian Empire was broken up,
giving many countries of central Europe independance, and the Treaty of Versailes took
away Germany'’s colonies and limited the power of its army. People hoped that this would
reduce the chance of another major war. But the limits placed on Germany’s power caused
Commemorative stamp resentment, which was one of the causes of World War 2 only 21 years later.

Russia 1,700,000
Germany 1,600,000

It is not know for sure
how many people lost
their lives in the war
because many countries
did not keep adequate
records. Some estimates
put the total figure

at around 10 million
military deaths and

6 million civilians.

France 1,359,000

Austria-Hungary 922,000

Italy 689,000
Britain 658,700

Romania 335,706
Turkey 250,000

Bulgaria 87,500
USA 58,480




World War 1: Belgium’s Plight
The German Invasion. 4/8/14

Belgium The Kaiser
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B Cousins at War
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=World War 1: Mobilization. 4 & 5/8/14

No. 6 Coy. 5th Cameronians (Scottish Rifles)

FOREIGN SERVICE.
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__Henry May of Bridgeton Distriet =%
1 Joined the Cameronians. 29/8/02 : '

@




=His deed of valour

Rescuing badly injured Lt. DAH Graham by carrying him 300 yards
from no man'’s land to safety of British lines.

Years later Lt. Graham became a Major General and Regt. Col. of the
Cameronians.

World War 2: 1945
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General Graham and Field Marshal Montgomery onty’

30th Anniversary, Crossing of the Rhine

30th Anniversary Crossing of the Rhine
1945 - 1976
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Glasgow’s first Victoria Cross Winner

22/10/14 La Boutillerie, France
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The London Gazette
Published by Authorty,
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PTE. Henry May VC. The Cameronians, Medals of Courage. A hero’s
Legacy



Wounded at Ypres

PTE. Henry May VC. was badly wounded
at the battle of Ypres. 2/11/14
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The Cameronians, France 1914

Though badly injured with shrapnel wounds Henry was medically treated and admitted to hospital for recuperation
from his injuries.

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH, CROWN COPYRIGH
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A hero’s welcome

The VC hero's return to Glasgow Central Station carried shoulder high into Gordon Street. 31/7/15
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ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME HOME TO GLASGOW’S VC HERO.

| Gentral Station, G1aSgow.
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THE EVENING TIMES, TUESDAY, AUGUST 10} ‘1615)
THE APPEAL TO MUNITION WORKERS.
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Photograph shows the inaugural meeting of a Eevinn Ao be held for the purpose of ;at-im'ulatihg' employers
‘and ‘workmen in the production of munitions. The Marquis of Graham oceupied the chair. = Sir Samuel
Chisholm, Private May, V.C., and H. J. Mackinder, M:P.. are also. on the' platform.
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Henry visits his old School

Henry addressed the pupils from his old school. Dalmarnock School.
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Reception & Presentation by Bridgeton District Council
Councillor Laird at Bridgeton District Halls. 4/8/15




Henry Departs Glasgow for Buckingham Palace

DepartsGlasgow for the palace for his Victoria Cross Investiture. 12/8/15
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You're ever in my dreams af nicht, =

And m my thochts by &ﬁy,




Royal Investiture by H.M. King George V. 13/8/15

Glasgow’s first VC winner. A proud Glaswegian
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QUEEN VICTORIA MEMORIAL AND BUCKINGHAM PALACE, LONDON



=Conclusion of enlistment service. 28/8/15




Battle of Loos. 1915

This was the Cameronians first major hostility. 21/9/15

No. 6 Coy. 5th Cameronians (Scottish Rifles)

POREIGH SERVICE.

65 — LOOS-EN-GOHELLE (le Cratkre, liew historigue) - Cota 70, Routle do Tane & |

Enlrée du soulerruin rellant In Medoule de Holeneollern au Crmasier do pafts n® 11 de Lens (des guleris
permetiaient aux nllemands'le ravilallenient de laur 1™ ligne de I defense de Lons

Loos en-Gohell (the Croter, historical spol) -~ Cole 70 Road of Lena to Bethune

Entrance of the nnderground hinding the Huhenzollern's redoudt to the cleaning apal ol the pit
{galeries of 8 m. deep sllowerd the germans to vietual again their men who were on Lhe first line n

British casualties sustained was extremely high




Somme offensive. The Battle of Loos

Allied bombardment of Lens. The deceptive shelling allowed the allies to capture
strategic Hill 70. Scotland’s Cameronians involved. 25/9/15

6. LEMS (P.-de C.) aprés la guerre - Place du Cantin — The Cantin's Square
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= The Somme
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Catterick Camp
Army training camp. 14/1/17
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= Passchendale

LEST WE FORGET

PASSCHMIAELE 191

0900009802060 060
09008000000 000600
0900 DPV0BCGO®BO
00900488 £00GPEODOD

e EACH POPPY REPRESENTS 10,000 LIVES LOST AT PASSCHENDAELE JuLY —NOVEMBER 1917




=Glasgow honours the Cameronians

TGO THE CLORIOUS MEMORY OF ALL RANKS
THE CAMERONIANS (SCOTTISH RIFLES) WHO
TO UPHOLD LIBERTY AND JUSTICE IN THE WORLD
LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES TN THE TWO WORLD WaRS

1914 = 1918 AND 1939 - 1945

THE 67" BATTALIDN CAMERONIANS (SCOTTISH RIFLES)
WAS DISHANDED ON THE 3Y MARCH 1967
AND THE I'" REGULAR BATTALION ON THE 4™ MAY |
THLUS ENDING THE REGIMENTS LONG MILITARY ASSOC LG
WITH THE CITY OF GLASGOW




Henry May V.C. re-enlists
He joins the Army Service Corp. Commissioned. Lt. Henry MayV.C. 4/3/18
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Tha work of the FL5.C, is indispenzable to
the troops in the feld. 1 sopplies the firdng
line wilh ammanition, transports and cooks
the food for Lhe soldiers, provides drivera
for the ambolances, preparcs camps and
bases, and in many other ways aids the
clliciency of oor army. The Corps was
formed in 17, wonder the title of the
" Corps of Royal Wagoners” and at the
present day has reached a degree of
efficiency uncqualled by any other zimilar
organisation,



Army Service Corp
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Tue Brssor oF Lixpon AT THE Front
Addressing the Army Servide Corps in the held in France.




Lt. Henry May V.C. Army Service Corp

Posted to Archangel in Russia. 1918
Repatriated to Edinburgh with illness. 1919
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The Kaiser
Ignominy in defeat and exile. 10/11/18

NGNS N 3
LEMPRUNT DE LA LIBERATION



The Armistice. 11/11/18

The allied delegation. The forest of compie

Photographle prise la 11 Nowambra 1BIE & 7 n 30, au mamani ol la Mardchal
Foch parl powr Parls remeftre au goovernemend francais le lexie
ds UArmistice gui viend d'dire gignd avec UAllsmagne,

where the Armistice was finalised

|. Maréchal FOCH

9. Armiral Sir A, WEMTSS Capltaine oe MI

3. Général WETGAND 8. Commandant RIE
& Conlré-8miral G. HOPE 8. OMicler-Intarpréte

5 4Caspuain MARRIOTT

S, . W ¥
1487 — PARIS — Mus =1

Wagan daes lequel Fut signee. le || Movembee 198, & 5 hewres du matin, sy Franc-Pon (Rethofd i
" nrmintice imposée aux Allemands par ke viticsres des armies alliées :
Les Plénipesentisines #sient. pour bes Gouvernemenes sl le maréchal Foch, commandant en chef les Armées albies, pnind de
FAmiral Weymis, premier lord de |'Amirnwk britsnsigos ; pour be Gouvernement allemand, e secretoire &'Einy Erzbenger, président de la
délégation allemande le ministre phiniposentlaire von Oberndarff. le géndral &' Ei-major ven Winterfeld, le copisane de vaissean Vanalow
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The Armistice. 11/11/18
On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 1918
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President Poincaire, General Pershing, President Wilson, = Supreme commander allied forces, Marshal Foch
Marshal Foch, Earl Haig and King Albert



Lest we forget

CasuaLties
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Peace

Armistice. 11/11/18
Peace Treaty. 26/6/19
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1001 - VERSAILLES — La Galerie des Glaces
La Table sur laquelle a éié signée le Traitk de Paix. le 28 Juin 1919
Leahing Glasy Gollery - The Table on which was signed the Pesce. on the 23 th June ¥ A, P



Lt. Henry May V.C. Army Service Corp

Adimitted to Edinburgh Hospital from Archangel. 17/10/19
Discharged. 30/10/19
Resigned Commission. 15/11/19
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Mr. Henry May V.C.

Back to work

copyright Herald and Times Group



Royal Invitation (facsimilie)

Sent to VC winners
Henry May was the 100th VC winner to meet their Majesties
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King George V. Buckingham Palace Garden Party. 26/6/20
Henry May V.C. in attendance

L] : BUCKINGHAM PALACE, LONDON



King George V. Buckingham Palace Garden Party. 26/6/20
Wellington Barracks the Assembly Point
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Marching via Birdcage Walk - Horse Guards Parade - The Mall - Buckingham Palace




M King George V. Buckingham Palace Garden Party. 26/6/20
* The band of the Welsh Guards lead the parade

WELSH GUARDS,
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King George V. Buckingham Palace Garden Party. 26/6/20

In the Palace Gardens lining up to meet his King and Queen




The Cenotaph unveiled by King George V. 11/11/20

Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance

H. . King George




Unknown Warrior’s Burial servicelead by King George V. 11/11/20

Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance

BWEK London - THE UNENGWN WARRIOR'S GRAVE IN WESTMINSTER ABBEY.
BHOWING THE AMERICAN CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL.



The Glasgow Cenotaph unveiled by Earl Haig. 31/5/24

Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance
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The Cameronians War Memorial unveiled by Earl Haig
Kelvingrove Park Glasgow. 9/8/24

TO THE GLORIOUS MEMORY OF ALL RANKS
THE CAMERONIANS (SCOTTISH RIFLES) WHO
TO UPHOLD LIBERTY AND JUSTICE iN THE WORLD
LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES IN THE TWO WORLD WARS

1914 = {918 AND 1939 = 1945

THE 657" BATTALION CAMERDMIANS (5COTTISH RIFLES)
WAS DISEANDED ON THE 1Y MARGH 1967 ‘
AND THE 1! REGULAR BATTALION OK THE 14" MAY | 588
THUS ENDING THE REGIMENTS LONG MILITAIY AS50C 458
WITH THE CITY OF GLASCOW .




Field Marshal Earl Haig. 1861 - 1928




Marshal Ferdinand Foch died. 20/3/20

Appointed Commander in Chief of all the allied forces
Lying-in-state at 1”Arc de Triomphe

T Massiian Fous
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Tn the soperh stralegy of Murshal Foch who was appoinied to
Ihe sole Commiand of e Mlicd-Minmies in France and Flanders in

Mpril 1018, are doe the onboanded (hanke of the whole civilized FUNERAILLES du MARECHAL FOCH

worhl on the consanumation of ihe trinmphant Yiclory by the gallant La veillee sous I'Arc de Triomphe
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VC Reunion. House of Lords hosted by the Prince of Wales
Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance. 9/11/29
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ROYAL OALLERY, HOUSE OF LORDS.



Prince of Wales Theatre. Production of “Journey’s End”
Private Henry May V.C. The Cameronians was in attendance. 10/11/29




B Coronation of king George VI & Queen Elizabeth. 12/5/37
I& Coronation Medal awarded to Private Henry May V.C.
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B Henry May V.C. died. 26/7/41
* Where a hero was laid to his rest. Riddrie Park Cemetery
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Funeral of Henry May V.C. The Cameronians
Four V.C.s attended

Sgt. R. Downie Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Pte. D. R. Lauder Royal Scots Fusiliers
Sgt. J. McAuley Scots Guards

L/Cpl. W. Ritchie Seaforth Highlanders

Remembering the Scots Regiments who fought at
the beginning of the Great War

The regiments who were in France with the BEF in 1914

A.S.P.8. Hosted by the

Scottish Postal History Society
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With the angels




Glasgow Cathedral
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